
CHURCH-WIDE LETTER RE: CORONAVIRUS CARE AND CONTINGENCIES  
MARCH 17, 2020 
 

Dear South Haven Family, 
 
We find ourselves in uncharted territory as our nation, and in fact the entire 
world, deals with containing the spread of the COVID-19 virus, commonly 
known as coronavirus. The situation remains fluid and information is changing 
constantly. Initially, there was a call for limiting public gatherings of over 250 
persons. Just yesterday, the President and the Centers for Disease Control re-
quested we avoid groups of 10 or more. 
 
On Monday, March 16, the Springfield City Council declared a municipal state 
of emergency and voted to suspend all gatherings of over 50 persons in our 

city for the next 30 days. In adhering with these requests and restrictions, all 
activities at South Haven will be suspended until April 19, 2020. 

This includes but is not limited to Sunday morning worship, Sunday School, 
and all Wednesday Night activities. Events such as True Girl and the Women’s 
Conference are being rescheduled for Fall. Carpenter’s Kids and Mother’s Day 
Out, which follow the Springfield Public Schools schedule, are out until April 3 
and will reevaluate closer to that date. 
 
While the building will be shut down for all groups and activities during the 
next month, South Haven offices will be staffed from time to time. However, 
visits to the church are discouraged. Church voice mail will be monitored. Just 
call 881-7636, leave a message and someone will respond. 
 
You may ask why we should obey this mandate. The First Amendment pro-
tects our freedom to assemble and worship. The separation of church and 
state prohibits any government from dictating the affairs of a church. Further-
more, the Bible tells us not to forsake gathering together (Hebrews 10:25).     
 
Romans 13 reminds us our governing bodies have been instituted by God for 
our good. We are commanded to be subject to their authority. When the gov-
ernment imposes laws contrary to God’s Word, we would certainly be right in 
standing against them in civil disobedience. This law, however, is not meant to 
persecute us. It is meant to protect us. As faithful citizens and good neighbors, 
we will abide by the rule at this time. 
 
This is game-changing and means we will have to be intentional and creative in 
how we gather together for worship, fellowship and ministry.   
 
While we will not be able to gather in the building, we are thankful we can still 
gather online. We will have worship and preaching each Sunday at 10 a.m. on 
Livestream until further notice. To access, click the Live Streaming link on our 
church website, www.south-haven.org. If you do not have internet service or a 
device capable of accessing Livestream, please consider joining a friend who 
does. If you do have access, invite someone from your Sunday School, Life 
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Group, your regular pew, and especially neighbors who do not have a church over for a watch party. You can 
even invite family and friends outside Springfield to join us for worship this way. Be creative and have fun with it. 
Just make sure you don’t have more than 10! If you have difficulty accessing the live event, you can always watch 
an archive of the services at a later time on Livestream.    
 
We will also be providing Wednesday evening Prayer and Praise events on Livestream and Facebook live begin-
ning March 25 at 7 p.m. 
 
Our staff is looking at creative ways to help you continue in spiritual growth and discipleship. Parents will be pro-
vided with curriculum and resources for leading their students and children. Adult leaders will also be provided 
with resources to keep our groups connected. Be looking for these resources as they are made available.  
 
While we are unable to gather in person at church, our operations and ministries continue on. Bills must be paid. 
Ministry and mission partners still need support. (Remember this is the season we emphasize the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for North American Missions. Our church goal is $18,500.) It is vital we continue to give 
faithfully to the Lord and His work.  
 
You may give online via our website. Click on the Online Giving tab at www.south-haven.org. You may also give 
by texting a dollar amount to 84321. A confirmation link will be sent to you from churchcenter.com giving. You 
may also mail them to South Haven Baptist Church, 2353 S. Campbell, Springfield, MO 65807. 
 
As I shared in our March 15 sermon, this virus and the panic associated with it provides us a powerful opportuni-
ty for ministry. People are fearful, hurting and looking for hope. I read on Facebook about a couple of our fami-
lies who went to neighbors and shared extra rolls of toilet paper. Simple acts of kindness such as these are a win-
dow to witness.  Be proactive and creative in how you reach out to others with the hope you have in Jesus. 
 
We will update information as it becomes available via our website (www.south-haven.org), our social media 
platforms on Facebook and Instagram, and our e-Newsletter and Prayer Guide. If you do not already receive our 
E-Newsletter or Prayer Guide, please send an email to contact@south-haven.org to begin receiving these. Should 
you have any needs or questions during this time, call us at 417.881.7636. Your South Haven pastors, ministers 
and deacons are ready and willing to assist you.   
 
Finally, though most importantly, pray. Pray for those who have contracted this virus that they would be healed. 
Pray for God’s comfort for families who have lost loved ones to the virus. Pray for medical personnel who care 
for the sick and researchers who are developing vaccines. Pray for our leaders at all levels of government who 
must make difficult and often unpopular decisions in our best interest. Pray for our community to be unified and 
resilient. Pray for our nation as we face new economic challenges. Pray for our staff as we navigate a new model 
of ministry. Pray for our church families to be safe and supplied. And above all, pray that God would be glorified 
in this crisis, that lives would be transformed and souls saved. 
 
South Haven is still a place to BELIEVE, BELONG and BECOME. Now more than ever, in this season of social dis-
tancing, we have the opportunity to live out what we believe, belong to one another and become the people 
God is calling us to be. 
 
In HIM, 
 
Pastor Ryan  
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